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of  the  Urban  District  of  Convert  for  tho  Yesr  11- i. 


The  end  of  ■  1940  saw  the  completion  of  the  first  year  pss^od  avoir  €±y 
under  wer  conditions.  So  far  ad  hygiene  was  pence- ne<?  efforts  were 
directed  to'  maintaining  the- standard  of  heeltr.  f  -rhc  ;  reached  cl  the 

later  years  of  the  thirties  . 

Orders  concerned  with  National  Emergency  Control  deounce  x  prompt 
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•attention  and  had  to  be  given  precedes,  e  over  other 
of  your  Sanitary  Inspector's  time  was  thus  occupied.  In  his  cape-city, 
controlling  the  dual  office  of  Surveyor  and  Sani  .ary  InsooCt ci  .  j. 
was  responsible  for  Air  Raid  Precautionary  work,  Fire  S c.v '/ice,  c ...  .a-.- 
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aspects  of  Food  Administration  and-  in  addition,  such 
administration  of  main  services  as  would  i unc t s.o.oulo  i ».•.*•  rc  - 

as  the  result  of  enemy  action.  These  works  entailed  seme  or  gar  is of A  h  , 
not  always  able  t-c  be  carried  cut  in  normal  hours .  It  is  fortune  1; 
that  the  relaxation  of  progressive  health  enterprise  las  allowed,  ncx- 
omiy  a  maintenance  of  a  good  standard  of  hygiene  but  also  these 
additional  duties  tc  be  carried  cut  satisfactorily. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Sen  in  so  y  A 'Specter  ■  v. ' 

his  collaboration  during  the  year, 

•  POPULATION »  It  will  be  remembered  that  in  September  1939  under 
“he  Official  Billetting  scheme  some  600  school  children  wer  3  era  cue ted 
f r cm  the  B i rra in gh am  district  an d  wer e  a c c emm coated  m  th e  T or n  a no  2  ' s 
surrounds.  In  addition  to  Housing  ,  these  children  were  2 iv en  educet.i 
el  facilities  by  an  interworking  with  the  local  schools  and  a  high 
degree  of  collaboration  was  achieved.  Although  tie  majority  of  .hose 
children  returned  tc  their  Town  hemes  during  the  ye<-.r  eneough  Wc.s 
of  this  undertaking  to  appreciate  the  possibilities  of  such  crept  1 1  tier 
and  the  beneficial  effects  on  child  life. 

Both  during  and  subsequent  tc  the  departure  of  th.se  concerned 

under  the  official  scheme  there  has  been  a  constant  demand  for  housing 

and  lodgings.  Persons  employed  in  local  factories,  voluntary  evacuees, 

some  through  necessity,  othei  s  following  military  movemen  t,  of  emr 

servants  have  joined  in  the  trek  to  the  district.  This  has  lead  tc  a 

considerable  rise  in  resident  population  which  has  been  increased  by 
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sbcut  one  third,  end  leaves  the  Town  with  little  surplus  available 
lodging.  Despite  the  increase  in  labour  available  work  is  still 
plentiful  and  the  local  industries  are  kept  going  at  maximum  pressure. 
While  there  are  no  Military  camps  in  the  Town  the  close  proximity  to 
these  is  reflected  in  the  constant  movement  of  uniform  in  the  streets 
cf  the  Town  where  the  Services  come  for  the  entertainmen u  end 


recreation  offered. 

EMERGENCY  HEALTH  LABORATORY.  This  is  new  fully  established 
in  Wellington  and  has  become  an  integral  part  cf  the  health  administra¬ 
tive.  Advantage  is  taken  cf  this  convenience  by  the  local  Practitioners 
who  are  enabled  to  have  minor  bacteriological  specimens  examined,  with 
much  saving  of  time. 

AMBULANCE  FAC IL I TT ES ,  Sc  far  as  the  health  services  are  con¬ 
cerned  the  principal  ambulance  service  is  provided  through  the 
isolation  hospital.  This  in  practice  functions  well  and  it  is  rare 
that  the  ambulance  in  the  Town  has  to  be  called  for  Duty. 

WATER  SUPPLY ,  The  Town  is  fortunate  in  having  an  adequate 
supply  of  good  qualify.  Bsc ter iolcgical  examinations  have  been  made 
at  regular  intervals  and  the  analyst's  reports  have  been  uniformly 
good.  At  the  end  of  the  year  Chlorination  was  required  by  a  Ministry 
cf  Health's  Order  and  steps  were  taken  immediately  to  secure  the 
installation  cf  the  requisite  machinery.  This  additional  safeguard 
to  the  consumer  has  made  no  noticeable  change  in  the  potability  of  the 
supply . 

To  provide  for  an  auxiliary  supply  to  be  available  in  the  event 
cf  damage  to  p" art  or  mains  preliminary  investigations  have  been 
made  of  the  existing  ber e-hole  at  the  local  timber  yard.  This  has 
been  found  to  be  of  good  quantity  and  from  analysis  reports  have  shown 
that  thw  standard  of  purity  is  high.  Maintenance  has  been  considered 
and  a  good  stock  cf  auxiliary  fittings  ere  in  hand. 

SCAVENGING.  A  regular  weekly  collection  has  been  able  to  be 
carried  out,  No  change  fbcm  the  use  of  horse  drawn  vehicles  has  been 
made,  and,  fortunately  no  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  securing 
adequate  labour. 


P.T.D 


At  the  refuse  disposal  works  the  problem  cf  ret  dispose t  hes  beer- 
pieced  in  the  hends  cf  the  County  Officer  . 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL .  Nc  new  sewers  have  been  laid  and  the  exist¬ 
ing  dispcsel  works,  which  were  under  ccnsidereti.cn  fer  reconstruction 
et  the  beginning  cf  the  war,  has  tad  tc  meet  the  extra  cell 
occasioned  by  the  lgrge  increase  of  population.  Apart  from  miner 
complaints  mede  concerning  the  method  of  dealing  with  storm  overflew 
no  incidents  have  occurred  at  this  site. 

The  difficulties  which  can  arise  where  to  authorities  abut 
in  close  proximity  tc  urban  life  has  been  instanced  in  the  case  o€  this 
authority  and  another.  The  existence  suburban  -ho:! lings  having  no 
connection  with  theitf  adjoining  t  wn  \s  sewege  system  and  carrying  cur 
their  disposal  by  means  cf  several  localised  septic  tanks,  is  to  be 
deprecated.  The  coupling  up  cf  these  houses  with  the  town's  n;g:in 
services  must  be  one  of  the  first  measures  to  be  put  into  force,  when 
a  return  is  made  to  normal  conditions.  This  Town  has  in  hand  the 
extension  of  the  existing  sewer  to  the  boundary  line  and  it  is  hoped 
tc  be  completed  shortly.  This  will  allow  the  neighbouring  authority 
tc  extend  their  service  without  hindrance.  .  * 

HOUSING.  Nc  new  houses  have  been  built  in  she  area  .  Never¬ 
theless,  every  effort  tc  secure  such  repairs  as  v^ere  possible  with 
the  limited  labour  and  material  available  has  been  made.  Notice  has 
been  t.sken  of  facilities  tc  license  condemned  houses  still  standing 
and,  cjf  the  cases  considered,  four  have  been  granted  where  conditions 
were  such  as  to  be  likely  to  cause  nc  detriment  be  the  health  of 
the  occupants'. 

In  the  course  of  his  duty  the  Sanitary  Inspector-  has  noted 
that  generally  there  has  been  an  upward  trend  in  the  maintenance 

f\»  <  i  ,  ■**—**• 

cf  property  in  the  new  housing  estates  by  tenants  moved  from  condemned 
properties.  There  is  however  still  need  for  improvement  in  certain- 
§erts ,  particularly  in  the  Er cornfield  Estate . 

A  few  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  brought,  tc  notice  but 
as  these  have  been  cf  a  miner  type  it  is  felt  that  the  present  condi¬ 


tions  make  this  unavcidable. 
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Nc  cases  cf  tenants  charging  eat  herb  tv-ar.*  re::  is  tc  pars- 
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rooms  in  lodgings  have  been  r ever  os  o. 
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MEAT  AND  FOOD  CONTROL „  7/ith  the  centralise t 
ing  the  Town  has  become  the  nuclei's  cf  supply  for  tee  n eighbc urhc  c d 
A  local  slaughter-house  has  bean  requisitioned  as  a  sbuttc ir  and  iXl 
killing  fakes  place  cn  these  premises,  'ha  inspection  and  examine  tic 
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of  all  carcases  is  under-  the  care  of  the  Sanitary  Ir.sp  ctor5  who 
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makes  regylar  visits. 
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The  local  weekly  market  helps  tc  maintain  a  regular  supply 
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As  a  means  cf  dist.ri 
principals,  has  been  e  stall  is  riel  i: 
fcnvenience  of  the  Service, a 
a  much  felt  want.  In  addition,  another  under-- '.sking  of  a  similar 
nature  is  centred  at  the  local  engineering  works.  This  is  primarily 


in  addition,  it  serves  she 
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for  the  use  of  the  employees  there?  but 
needs  of  the  civil  defence  organisations. 

•  *  *  ‘  *.>•  j  '  /  7  '  ! 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE.  1940  was  the  first  year  when  a  complete 
annual  return,  could  he  obtained  cf  notification  s  for  measles  and 
whooping-cough,  Fctunately  neither  disease  was  common  srdthere  wee 
nc  approach  to  epidemic  conditions.  About,  twelve'  cases  of  measles 
were  brought  to  notice  while  whooping-cough  was  practically  absent. 

In  the  case  cf  Diphtheria  there  was  a  rise  cf  frequency -seven 
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cases  being  notified.  This  gives  a  high  retie  for  §  ircunscribed 
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area  cf  this  nature  ana  better  results  should  he  able  to  be  obtained 

...  .  Or: : .  1  .  ■?. . ..  or  i  r/ 

with  the  present  high  prophylactic  effecieney.  Our  aim  must  be  to 
hav  e  every  child  -under,  sixteen  year.s,  of.  age  prc,te:.-,ied »; 

Scarlet- . fev.-er, 3-  cn.  .the  ether  hang-,  showed:  r  so'tis.factcx-y,. Ae- 
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Pneumonia  gave  rise  tc  the  seine  jh  umber  cf  cases  as  a 
was  8  marked  variation  frcm  the  norm  el  in  the  number  cr  c-v-es  ci 
puerperal  fever  notified  there  being  a  distinct  rice.,  ehj.s 
escribed  tc  a  simple  variation  from  tr.e  mean,  as  ,nrt 
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be  that  the  present  emergency  conditions  wix-h  vhei.  as su  eis r  ... 
have  pi  eyed  8  pert.  Such  fectcrs  es  anxiety,  reduced  feeding  'r  h.e 
movement  of  expectant  mothers  from  o.seir  UoUol  _icme  s ^  *  -j.  o  uu i  n.  ..^.s 
always  be  taken  into  consider etionin  assessing  this  m?  y,-  ‘ 
be  cf  interest  tc  note  the  returns  of  the  Country  as  a  »h?U.,  *hen 
these  ere  available. 
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scheme  was  in  force  a  number  of  esses  oi  c  onic-g-c  .o  '.lj.net o  vu.,  a 
brought  tc  notice.  This  group  of  obsesses  included  impetigo  end 
particular  ewer edn ess  of  this  condition  arise  fr cm  one  recess..1 y 
of  close  colleboretion ,  under  the  scheme,  between  lone.*,  irnctrt  : 
end  the  Health  Authority.  The  incidence  of  impetigo  .oof  r.  sj-.I  ad 
but  the  continu'd'  presence  of  the  common  associate  vj.  .n  _sc c o  fg 
caused  seme  concern.  This  ailment  has  shown  e  rise  wiaeapread  own 


the  Country  end  the  reason  for  t.ris  has  been  as 
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causes  nene  of  which  have  been  proved  conclus i .ex,/  ■>  Am^ngs  ^  yi-o 
factors  which  have  been  cited  are,  movement  of  population,  on 
and  the  presentt endency  to  overcrowding,  it  sa s  been  iel-  >L- 
facilities  for  adequate  treatment,  which  under  peactetime  curd 
■would  have  been  carried  out  in  the  ho&e  ®r  e  oi  paramour.  „  imp-.- tc  . 
and  it  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  County  Authority  have 
this  matter  in  hand. 

V?  T\,T  CfPvrApn- 

W  ,*>  i'l  *  J.V1  .L  .u  ytulik  _  J 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


29th  .July  ,1941 
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